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Federal Judge Again Declares
DACA Program Unlawful

A TEXAS JUDGE HAS STRUCK DOWN THE REVISED DACA PROGRAM, REIGNITING THE DEBATE

OVER ITS LEGALITY AND LEAVING HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF "DREAMERS" IN LIMBO.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2023

AUSTIN, TX (TIP): A federal
judge in Texas on Wednesday,
September 13, declared the revised
version of the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program illegal, The Epoch Times
reported.

U.S. District Judge Andrew
Hanen's ruling reiterated that the
Obama-era federal policy is
unlawful and should have come
from Congress. DACA provides
hundreds of thousands of illegal
immigrants brought to the United
States as children with a two-year
renewable shield from deportation.

"The remaining provisions of the
original injunction are to remain in
place and are to be applicable to Final
Rule DACA," Judge Hanen wrote.

CONTD ON PAGE 36
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Immigration activists chain themselves together as they protest on March 5, 2018, on
Capitol Hill

File Photo

Supreme Court of India
amicus curiae supports
banning for life convicted
politicians from elections

US President Biden's son Hunter indicted
on gun charges in US special counsel probe

SEPTEMBER

14,

India seeks prompt action as
outrage over student's death
in US grows

charges and enroll in a - Jaahnavi Kandula was

SC amicus curiae Vijay
Hansaria supports
banning convicted
politicians from elections

SEPTEMBER 14, 2023

NEW DELHI (TIP): Noting that
parliamentarians and legislators
represent the sovereign will of the
people, a Supreme Court-appointed
amicus curiae has suggested that those
convicted of an offence involving moral
turpitude should be permanently
disqualified from contesting elections.
Senior counsel and amicus curiae Vijay
Hansaria has suggested that limiting
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
(TIP): US President Joe
Biden's son Hunter
Biden was criminally
charged on Thursday,
September 14, after
efforts to reach a plea =
deal failed, leading to
the first ever
prosecution of a sitting
president's child, says a
Reuter report.

The indictment filed on Thursday,
September 14, in US District Court in
Delaware with three criminal counts
related to gun possession.

The indictment brought by recently
elevated US Special Counsel David Weiss
comes after a deal for Hunter Biden, 53,
to plead guilty to two misdemeanor tax

Hunter Biden is the first child of a in
sitting president to be indicted

programme to avoid
prosecution on a gun-
related charge collapsed
in a stunning turn in a
July hearing.

The charges ensure
that courtroom drama
will play an outsized role

the 2024 US

presidential campaign as

Credit/ CNN Biden, 80, seeks re-
election in a likely

rematch with his Republican

predecessor Donald Trump, 77, who
faces four upcoming criminal trials.

Weiss was elevated to special counsel
status in August after investigating Hunter
Biden's business dealings for years as the
US attorney in the Democratic president's
home state of Delaware.
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hit by a speeding police
patrol car on 911 duty
being driven by officer
Kevin Dave on January
23,2023

SEPTEMBER 15, 2023

NEW DELHI / NEW YORK (TIP):
India on Thursday, September 14,
sought prompt action against American
cops responsible for the death of
Jaahnavi Kandula in Seattle in January
as outrage grew over her demise and the
subsequent shocking camera footage
showing a cop laughing at the tragedy.

The Biden administration on
Thursday, September 14, assured
speedy investigation after India's
Ambassador to the US,
CONTD ON PAGE 36
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06 Night accommodation
5 Hotel on double sharing basis
Half Board 6 Breakfast and 6 Dinners
Round Trip Dubai Airport Transfers
Dubai city tour, Dubai Mall, Fountain Show
Dubai Aquarium and under water zoo,
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5 Star Marina cruise with dinner
Museum of the Future,
Abu Dhabi city tour with Lunch
Fujairah Day Trip
Dubai Frame
Miracle Garden
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Al Fare (but can be added)
Tips for guides, drivers and porters.
Personal
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Limits of identity: On facilitating
peace in Manipur

CIVIL SOCIETY SHOULD STRIVE TO BE NON-PARTISAN TO AID PEACE IN MANIPUR
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ne of the most disconcerting
Ofeatures of the ongoing ethnic

strife in Manipur remains the
inability of civil society representatives
to rise above their "ethnic" affiliations
and work towards peace. This is
exemplified by the acts of the Meira
Paibi, an amorphous organization of
Meitei women, who have in the past
mobilized against armed forces and
police excesses, alcoholism, drug
addiction and sexual violence in the
State. During the conflict that has raged
on since early May, however, the Meira
Paibi has been working towards
disrupting the operations of the Assam
Rifles in their attempt to maintain peace,
especially in the foothills. These areas,
called "buffer zones", were created to
ensure that there is no further escalation
of violence between arms-wielding
people of the two ethnic communities,
but there have been violent attacks with
the armed forces unable to act on time
because of disruptions, allegedly, by the

Meira Paibi, among others. Clearly, the
situation has been brought to a boil by
the looting of weapons by both Kuki-Zo
and Meitei groups and their use in the
strife. But the inability of the State
government and its police and the Union
government-deployed armed forces in
maintaining peace has also been due to
civil society groups supporting those
engaging in violence.

Some Meira Paibi representatives had,
in a press conference in New Delhi on
Wednesday, claimed that they do not
recognize the buffer zones, calling them
"unconstitutional". The presence of
armed forces in peacekeeping is not an
ideal solution in most circumstances.
But with the ethnicization of law
enforcement, aided by a State
government that seems to have lost its
legitimacy of power across ethnic
divides, leading to demands for a
separate administration by Kuki-Zo
representatives, the armed forces'
presence and the need for buffer zones to
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maintain a semblance of peace have
become essential in Manipur. Civil
society groups such as the Meira Paibi
can rise above their narrow ethnic
identities to press for justice for women
affected in the conflict and thus build
solidarity networks that will aid the
process of reconciliation and peace-
building. Sadly, that does not seem to be
the case today. Civil  society
organizations have whipped up the
frenzy of ethnic hatred, partially due to
the recurring trauma from the violence,
as much as cynical political
representatives have. And this has meant
that the cycle of violence has endured.
History suggests that a breakthrough
can only be achieved through non-
partisan leadership and civic dialogue
among civil society and political
representatives. As things stand, for that
to happen there needs to be a credible
alternative to the current leadership in
the State.

(The Hindu)

o oPED
Leadership Void Hobbles School Bus Safety Program Rollout

BY ARNOLD W.
DRUCKER

s our children continue their 2023-
A24 studies, so too does the daily

jockeying to make sure they have
a safe and reliable way to get to school
every day. Many are driven to school;
others walk; and the remainder rely upon
school bus transportation. Regrettably, as
it pertains to that latter form of
transportation, many school buses
serving our County currently lack a
major safety tool - stop-arm cameras that
ensure motorists who illegally pass buses
are held accountable.

As a cosponsor of the 2019 legislation
that cleared the way for a stop-arm
camera program here in Nassau County,
I am frustrated by the laissez-faire
approach the Blakeman administration
has taken to getting school districts to
sign up for a program that is expressly
designed to promote public safety and
protect our children. What makes it
especially disappointing is that school
districts like Jericho which have
cameras installed on all its buses - can't
use this potentially  life-saving
technology until the Town and the
vendor sign a contract.

After the administration of former
County Executive Laura Curran
correctly spearheaded the program - the
rollout of which was complicated by the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 - County
Executive Blakeman has seen fit to punt
the project to the towns and cities. In
recent remarks to the Newsday editorial
board, his spokesman cited "pluses and
minuses" to the initiative as the
rationale.

What downsides could there possibly
be? Irritating a motorist with a hefty
ticket for making a selfish and unlawful
decision to pass a school bus filled with
potentially dozens of youngsters? That's
the point of threatening a $250 fine - it
deters unacceptable behavior and makes
our roads safer for all of us. In the
interest of fairness, rigorous safeguards
must be in place to prevent and correct
erroneous tickets.

Data from neighboring Suffolk's
countywide stop-arm camera program
show that this uniform, countywide
approach is working. In its first year of
full implementation in 2021, Suffolk
County's program issued more than
118,000 tickets. The next year, the number
of tickets dropped by 40 percent,
according to data. Experts say that's
because the vast number of first-time
offenders learn their lesson and don't do
it again.

That's exactly what we want to have
happen here in Nassau County. However,
because of the disjointed approach the
Blakeman administration has settled
upon, it's every town for themselves. As
programs like Jericho's remain in limbo,
the patchwork quilt of enforcement
diminishes the deterrence effect. If the
Blakeman administration continued
with a unified, countywide approach like
Suffolks, perhaps we would have had
more leverage with the vendor to get this
done more expeditiously. Nevertheless,
the Town of Oyster Bay says it is hoping
for a January 2024 launch, and I will be
closely monitoring this situation to make
sure that happens.

While we wait for this crucial program
to shift out of neutral in several key
communities within our County, the onus
is upon all of us to make the best of this
flawed landscape. We can accomplish that
by ensuring that every Nassau County
school district is equipped and ready to
flip the switch to turn on their cameras
as soon as the necessary approvals are
secured. If your school district remains
on the fence, I encourage you to engage
with your local leaders and urge them to
take this common-sense step to protect
our children.

(Arnold W. Drucker, of Plainview, has represented
Nassau County's 16th Legislative District since 2016)
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Lotus webmag holds event on Kashmir
Shaivism with Virendra Qazi

112 =

INSIGHTS AN
FOR A HEA
AND PEA

Shri Virendra Qazi made the audience drink from a firehose of his
pearls of wisdom, said Mohan Wanchoo.
Photo / Courtesy The Indian Panorama

SEPTEMBER 14, 2023

BY TEAM@LOTUS

HICKSVILLE, NY (TIP): ALotusInTheMud.com
organized its first public event on September 10 where
Shri Virendra Qazi expounded on Kashmir Shaivism.
About 70 prominent people from Long Island were
edified at the session held at the Arya Samaj of Long
Island arranged by Parveen Chopra, founder editor of
the Lotus webmag.

Qazi ji is a top expert and practitioner of Kashmir
Shaivism, which has been garnering attention even
from global spiritual gurus. He said its central teaching
is, 'Tam Shiva'. "So, know that God resides in all of you
and you can realize the Divine in this very life."

He defined Kashmir Shaivism as a universal spiritual
philosophy that accepts all elements of life in totality
and teaches a path of realization through divine grace.
The grace or shaktipat is in us all to a lesser or greater
degree. He advised people to make humility, love, and
compassion their second nature. "That will give you
tremendous blessings." He concluded with a brief
meditation to give a taste of the follow-up experience
sessions he conducts over two days.

In his introduction, Dr Nirmal Mattoo said Qazi ji has
been explaining Kashmir Shaivism to laypeople for
three decades and had served in leadership roles in the
Steel Authority of India.

While introducing Virendra Qazi, Dr Nirmal Mattoo also spoke

eruditely about Kashmir Shaivism.
Photo / Courtesy The Indian Panorama

Prof Indrajit Singh Saluja introduced Parveen Chopra ( seated on
the left) and extended a word of welcome

Photo / Courtesy The Indian Panorama

Dr Mattoo, the force behind the Center for India Studies at
Stony Brook University, chairman of Indo-American Arts
Council, and co-founder of Atlantic Dialysis Management
Services, also gave an erudite introduction to Kashmir
Shaivism.

Mohan Wanchoo, Chairman & CEO at EC Infosystems

R

" The event drew a full hall at
Arya Samaj temple in
Hicksville.
Photo / Courtesy The Indian
Panorama

Mrs Hema Qazi's devotional songs acted as a prelude to Virendra
Qazi's discourse.
Photo / Courtesy The Indian Panorama

(Clockwise from bottom left) Parveen Chopra, Renu Chopra, Hema
Qazi, Virendra Qazi, Mohan Wanchoo, a guest, and Ashok Vyas.

Photo / Courtesy The Indian Panorama

and philanthropist, thanked Qazi ji for "enlightening us
about Kashmir Shaivism and I am sure all in the audience
here benefitted as we were almost like drinking from a
firehose of his pearls of wisdom."

Qazi's discourse was preceded by Mrs Hema Qazi
rendering devotional songs in Kashmiri and Hindi. She was
greeted by Kavita Wanchoo.

Prof Indrajit Singh Saluja, editor-publisher of The Indian
Panorama, introduced Parveen Chopra as an editor whose
passion for spiritual journalism inspired him to start Lotus
magazine.

Parveen Chopra reported that ALotusInTheMud.com,
launched in January, has been growing its audience at a fast
clip. He added that Lotus was at the Parliament of the
World's Religions in Chicago in August to cover it.

Prominent attendees at the event included Dr Buddhadev
Manvar, Sunil Hali, Arvind Vora, Arish Sahani, Nilima
Madan, and Atul Kumria. Refreshments were arranged by
Renu Chopra.

The event was supported by Dr Mattoo and Mohan
Wanchoo and promoted by The South Asian Times as well as
other media outlets.

Based in New Delhi, Qazi ji has been holding similar
events in many cities in the USA and Canada during his
current tour.

Ashok Vyas, program director for ITV Gold, produced the
video recording of the event for his Heramba Studio. Here is
the link to watch the video on the YouTube channel of Lotus:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCqXZtrBtrM
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INDIAN AMERICAN
REPUBLICAN ACTIVISTC B
YADAV'S NAME IN TRUMP
ELECTION RACKETEERING

PROBE LIST

C. B. Yadav is facing serious allegations of
election interference in Georgia.

SEPTEMBER 9, 2023

ATLANTA (TIP): C. B. Yadav, a
South Georgia-based Indian American
Republican activist and hotelier is
facing serious allegations of election
interference in Georgia.

A special grand jury in Fulton
County earlier this year had
recommended his indictment along
with 38 other Trump allies, for their
alleged involvement in election
interference in Georgia.

Ultimately, only 19 people were
charged in the probe including former
President Trump and former New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani.

A judge on Friday unsealed the final
report of the grand jury in which it
recommended indicting Yadav along
with other prominent names like
Senator Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina, former senators David
Perdue and Kelly Loeffler, Lieutenant
Governor Burt Jones, and others.

The special grand jury, which was
set up to help with the investigations,
met at an Atlanta courthouse from
June to December of 2022, during
which it heard testimonies from 75
witnesses on the question of whether
Trump or any of his allies had sought
to illegally overturn his 2020 election
loss in the state.

According to a reliable source, Yadav
came under FBI investigation in
February this year.

American Oversight, a political
transparency non-profit, has obtained
copies of alleged phony electoral vote
certificates from Georgia and six other
states that were submitted to Congress
as part of the failed attempt to
overturn the results of the 2020
election.

The fake electoral certificates were
allegedly assembled to replace the
valid presidential electors from their
state, who had been chosen by voters
in free and fair elections.

Yadav's signature appears on the
fraudulent electoral vote certificate
from Georgia.

Yadav is on the Georgians First
Commission set up by Governor Brian
Kemp in 2019 to consider ways to
streamline government regulations to
promote small business growth.

(Read full story at
www.theindianpanorama.news)
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Indian American Sayak
Mukhopadhyay glues feet to stadium
floor in climate protest at US ()pen

SEPTEMBER 11, 2023

NEW YORK (TIP): An Indian-origin
man, who glued his feet to the stadium
floor in a dramatic climate protest at the
US Open, has said that it was a way of
conveying the message directly to the
people as other methods have been
ineffective.

Sayak Mukhopadhyay was arrested at
the Arthur Ashe Stadium after
disrupting for about 50 minutes the US
Open tennis match between American
Coco Gauff and Czech Karolina
Muchova on September 7.

He and two others from the group
Extinction Rebellion NYC stood up
shouting "No tennis on a dead planet",
and "End fossil fuels" before he removed
his shoes and glued his feet to the floor
making it difficult for police to remove
him.

He told the New York Post: "The climate
change movement has tried everything
from writing and lobbying for legislation
to demonstrating and blockading banks,
but none of that has been as effective as
communicating directly to the public by
going to public institutions like museums
and sporting arenas."

Gauff, who defeated Muchova in that
game and went on to win the US Open,
said at a news conference that she
couldn't get "too mad" at the antic because

Sayak Mukhopadhyay was arrested at the Arthur Ashe Stadium after disrupting for about 50 minutes
the US Open tennis match

"it was done in a peaceful way".

"I believe in climate change," she said.

Mukhopadhyay was charged with
trespassing, according to the New York
Police Department.

It said in a statement that the
department's Emergency Service Unit
personnel were able to "safely free him"
and arrest him.

He was released with a notice to appear
in court.

According to an Extinction Rebellion
NYC post on X social media, 50-year-old
Mukhopadhyay moved to New York from
his native Kolkata 25 years ago.

It quoted him as saying that he was
horrified by the climate injustice faced by
people in India who have to pay the price

for the climate change caused by
emissions produced by developed
countries.

"India is something I constantly think
about because I grew up there and I am
keenly aware of how low the level of
resource consumption and energy
consumption is there," he said.

But the people of the Gangetic Delta are
the ones "going to pay the price for this
huge amount of resources and energy
consumption in the global north", he
added.

The group organizes sensational
protests about climate change.

It announced that it is holding on
Sunday a naked bicycle procession "to
end fossil fuels".

Indian American Ranjith Varma
dies while attempting to hike from

rim to rim of the Grand Canyon

SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

ARIZONA (TIP): A 55-year-
old Indian American died while
attempting to hike from the
South Rim of the Grand Canyon
to the North Rim in a single day,
according to a media report.

Ranjith Varma from
Manassas, Virginia, was hiking
with a group of about six others
on September 9 when the
Grand Canyon to the North Rimin  incident occurred, the Arizona
a single day. Daily Sun reported, -citing

Photo for representation only Gyanq Canyon National Park
spokesperson on Monday, September 11.

Varma had become unresponsive and members of the hiking
group and bystanders-initiated CPR, according to the report.

The Grand Canyon Regional Communications Center
received an emergency call at around 1.55 p.m. of a hiker in
distress on the North Kaibab Trail.

Park spokesperson Joelle Baird said rescue personnel had to
use specialized helicopter maneuvers to reach the terrain,
which was steep and rocky.

Attempts to resuscitate Varma were unsuccessful and he was
transported to the Coconino County Medical Examiner's Office
in Flagstaff. Although the precise cause of death is not yet
known, Baird said it is likely that heat was a factor as
temperatures on exposed parts of the trail can reach over 49
degrees Celsius in the shade during summers.

Ranjith Varma from Manassas,
Virginia was killed while attempting
to hike from the South Rim of the

(Read full story at www.theindianpanorama.news)

Indian American protesters seek
Newsom veto on anti-caste
dlscrlmlnatlon bill

IE%# Members of the Hindu
¢ American Foundation
protesting against the
| proposed anti-caste
B¢ discrimination bill.

Photo: XI@HinduAmerican

SEPTEMBER 12, 2023
SACRAMENTO (TIP): A group of Indian Americans want
California Governor Gavin Newsom to veto the state's anti-

caste discrimination bill arguing it could Ilead to
discrimination against Hindus in particular and amount to
racial profiling.

At a protest rally in Sacramento on Saturday, September 9,
opposers of Senate Bill 403 (SB403), which was recently passed
by the State Assembly, asserted it is discriminatory and
unfairly targets Indians.

"We ask Governor Newsom to Veto SB403 so history
remembers that you said no to discrimination against Indian
Americans and said no to racially profiling our community!"
Samir Kalra of the Hindu American Foundation said during
the rally over the weekend, according to media reports.

The Hindu American Foundation is reportedly considering
legal action to protect the rights of Hindu Californians.

"Silent march urging @GavinNewsom to veto the racist bill
SB403. will our "silence" be heard. @CoHNAOfficial @mairal
@ashajadeja325," Harsh Singh wrote on X.

(Read full story at www.theindianpanorama.news)
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Two Indian-origin authors shortlisted
for British Academy Book Prize

SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

LONDON (TIP): Two authors of Indian
heritage, UK-based Nandini Das and US-
based Kris Manjapra, are among six
worldwide writers on the shortlist unveiled
here on Tuesday, September 12, for the 2023
British Academy Book Prize for Global
Cultural Understanding, a leading
international non-fiction prize worth GBP
25,000.

India-born Nandini Das is in the running
for 'Courting India: England, Mughal India
and the Origins of Empire' and Caribbean-
born Manjapra of mixed African and
Indian parentage has been shortlisted for
'Black Ghost of Empire: The Long Death of
Slavery and the Failure of Emancipation'.

The prize, now in its 11th year, is open to
authors of any nationality based anywhere
in the world and working in any language
provided the nominated work is available
in English and published in the UK. It
celebrates research-based works of non-
fiction that have made an outstanding
contribution to the public understanding of
world cultures and the ways in which they
interconnect.

"We were greatly impressed by the
exceptional quality of writing in this year's
shortlist and the ability of the authors to
unearth extraordinary new discoveries and
to find new perspectives on old
perceptions," said Professor Charles Tripp,

Fellow of the British Academy and chair of
the 2023 jury.

Das, in her 40s, is Professor of Early
Modern Literature and Culture in the
English faculty at the University of Oxford.
She was brought up in India and studied at
Jadavpur University in Kolkata before
moving to England for further study. Her
shortlisted work has been praised by the
judges as a "ground-breaking" debut.

"This beautifully written book tells the
story of England's first diplomatic mission
to India in the early 1600s, through a
combination of biography and historical
narrative, alternating microscopic details
with broader panoramas,” the judges note.

Indian American Staffer Asha Armstrong
becomes aide to House Minority Leader

SEPTEMBER 13, 2023

WASHINGTON, D.C.
(TIP): Asha Armstrong, a
young Indian American,
has been hired as a
cloakroom assistant, who
among other things alerts
lawmakers when votes are
coming up, for Democratic
House Minority Leader
Hakeem Jeffries.

"T am happy to share |
that I am the new House
Democratic Cloakroom
Assistant for the Office of
the Democratic Leader,"
she wrote in a LinkedIn
post.

Armstrong, who
previously was a scheduler and legislative
aide for Rep Jerry Nadler (D-NY), then
chairman, House Judiciary Committee
added that she's "grateful" for her time in
Nadler's office and is "looking forward to

taking this next step."
The cloakrooms are off the House and
Senate chambers' floor, providing

members "the ability to converse, relax,
discuss legislative strategy, or prepare for
Floor business," according to the House
Democratic Cloakroom website.

Each party has its own cloakroom. The
duties of cloakroom attendants include
"alerting lawmakers when votes are
coming up, telling them whether the

Asha Armstrong has been hired as
a cloakroom assistant, who among
other things alerts lawmakers when
votes are coming up, for Democratic
House Minority Leader Hakeem
Jeffries.

chamber will be open on a
snow day and working
with pages to deliver
messages," according to a

media report.
According to her
LinkedIn profile,

Armstrong began her
Washington career as an
intern in the Washington,

DC office of Indian
American Rep Ami Bera
(D-CA).

Before working for Rep.
Naddler, she also interned
with Rep John Garamendi
(D-CA). Prior to that, she
worked as an intern in
California with the state's
Democratic Party and the state Senate, as
well as with the legal department of
Molina Healthcare.

A Political Science and Government
student at American University, she was a
member of Alpha Chi Omega and
Member of Pi Sigma Alpha, National
Political Science Honor Society.

A Minor in Communications +
Concentration in American Government,
Armstrong also studied abroad in Madrid,
Spain from August 2019 - December 2019,
focusing on the history and current
climate of Mediterranean politics.

(Read full story at
www.theindianpanorama.news)
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Indian American CEO Raj
Subramaniam wins top
Asian Americans in
Business Award

UK-based Nandini
Das and US-based
Kris Manjapra, are
among six worldwide
writers shortlisted for
British Academy
Book Prize

x Fa—9
Raj Subramaniam has won The Asian

American Business Development Center's
(AABDC) Pinnacle Award for 2023

SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

WASHINGTON, D.C. (TIP): : Raj
Subramaniam, President and Chief
Executive Oficer and a member of the
Board of Directors of FedEx
Corporation, has won The Asian
American Business Development
Center's (AABDC) Pinnacle Award for
2023. He will be honored at the 2023
Outstanding 50 Asian Americans in

"As we learn how the Mughals and
English understood and misunderstood
each other, we appreciate how Das's shifting
perspective reveals important insights into
global connections and changing power
dynamics in this pivotal period of world Business black-tie dinner gala, which
history;" they said. is marking its 22nd. year of

Manjapra, also in his 40s, grew up in recognizing excellence in corporate
Canada and is now Stearns Trustee professionals and entrepreneurs, at
Professor of History and Global Studies at Cipriani Wall Street on Sep 21.
Northeastern University in Boston, AABDC has to date conferred the
Massachusetts. His shortlisted work premier award to over 1,000 Asian
examines the slow, drawn-out death of Americans corporate executives and
slavery and the failure of emancipation. entrepreneurs, representing scores of
industries nationwide. (Read full story at
www.theindianpanorama.news)

(Read full story at
www.theindianpanorama.news)
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Indian American legislator Jenifer Rajkumar
pushes for work permits to asylum seekers in NY

Indian American legislator Jenifer Rajkumar has
introduced a bill in the New York assembly to
permit asylum seekers to work in the State.

SEPTEMBER 13, 2023

NEW YORK (TIP) : In another bid to
address New York City's migrant crisis,
Indian American legislator Jenifer
Rajkumar has introduced a bill in the
New York assembly to permit asylum
seekers to work in the State.

Her bill will allow asylum seekers to
be self-sufficient, lift the financial and

logistical burden facing New York City,
and bring much-needed talent to the
workforce, she stated in a press release.

Rajkumar's bill ensures New York
State does everything in its power to
help New York City manage one of the
greatest humanitarian crises it has ever
faced, it said.

Over 110,000 asylum seekers have
arrived in New York City eager to work,
but cannot for at least six months under
federal law, the release stated noting,
"Unable to earn a living, asylum seekers
turn to New York City for shelter, at a
cost projected to be $12 billion by 2025."

Rajkumar's bill also addresses the
labor shortage in New York State. There
are 460,000 job openings in New York
State, and over 120,000 fewer people in
the labor force since 2019, according to
the release.

Noting that businesses throughout
New York State report difficulty finding
employees and an eagerness to hire
asylum seekers, the release stated
Rajkumar's bill will add all working age
asylum seekers to the talent pool.

"In the absence of Federal action to
issue work permits, the State must lead
and issue the work permits on its own. It
is time for the State to take ownership
over the migrant crisis," Rajkumar said.

"There are tens of thousands of
asylum seekers asking to work,
employers eager to hire them, and a wall
of red tape coming between them. The
time has come to tear down this wall of
red tape and issue work permits to the
asylum seekers," she said.

"In so doing, we can end the migrant
crisis," Rajkumar said. "My bill is
common sense: people legally allowed to
live in our country should be able to
work."

Granting work authorization holds
widespread support from people across
the political spectrum, the release said
citing a Siena poll that found that 59
percent of New Yorkers support
expedited work authorization.

A bipartisan group in Congress has
introduced a bill granting work
authorization for asylum seekers after
30 days. Over 100 business leaders in
New York released an open letter to
President Joe Biden urging him to
expedite work authorization.

There is historical and legal
precedent for local action in the absence
of Federal leadership, Rajkumar said,
noting a panel of legal scholars
convened by UCLA concluded that
states can hire undocumented
immigrants.

As Mayor of San Francisco, Gavin
Newsom issued same-sex marriage
licenses before its legalization at the
Federal level, the release noted.

New York State also waived
certification requirements for
employing healthcare workers at the
height of the Covid-19 pandemic, it said.
"Moreover, granting work authorization
at the State level will drive the Federal
government to do the same."

Rajkumar, the release stated, has been
leading a call for State and Federal
leadership to address New York City's
migrant crisis. She unveiled a package
of bills last week creating a Statewide
Coordinator of Asylum Seeker Services
to implement a Statewide response to
the crisis, and prohibiting counties
from issuing unconstitutional bans on
admitting migrants.

Governor Kathy Hochul thereafter
said she would consider calling a special
session of the State Legislature.

Rajkumar also led a Citywide
coalition of 54 elected officials from all
five boroughs that called on Biden to
declare a State of Emergency for New
York State, expedite work authorization,
increase funding for New York City, and
implement a decompression strategy at
the border.
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Indian American community supports Sadhvi

[ ] ..'

Ritambhara Deviji's

Sadhvi Sattyapriya Didi

Organizer Mohan Wanchoo greeting

HICKSVILLE, NY (TIP): Indian American
community members got together for an annual fund
raiser Satsang event organized to support Sadhvi
Ritambhara Devi ji's 'Vatsalyagram' at Asa Mai temple
in Hicksville, Long Island on Saturday. Didimaa ( as she
is lovingly known to her followers ) could not attend due
to a last minute illness, and sent her main disciple
Sadhvi Sattyapriya Didi to address her followers.

The 'Jyoti' or 'flame of selfless service' also gets
reignited in the compassionate hearts by Sadhvi
Ritambhara Devi ji through her words and deeds.
Vatsalyagram in Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh is the only
one-of-a-kind community project in the whole world
that brings together abandoned / orphan children.
Destitute women and widows who are otherwise not
biologically related raise them as families in a
community environment.

Mohan Wanchoo shared details about this project to

A view of the gathering

start off the evening with a short video. Dr Urmilesh
Arya moderated the evening filled with an inspiring
speech, Many members in the audience praised the
concept of Sadhvi Ritambhara Devi ji. It has also found

'Vatsalyagram' project

™

Sadhavi Sattyapriya Didi enthralled the audience with her discourse

a mention in the 'Golden Book of World Records'.

Sadhvi Sattyapriya ji inspired and enlightened
everyone with her address. She made a distinction
between information and knowledge and emphasized
the importance of thirst for knowledge. Sadhvi
Ritambhara Devi ji's love for Bharat, that reverential
feeling for the mother land was also coming across in
the expressions of her main disciple, Sadhvi
Sattyapriya ji.

The key idea of not restricting one's evolution to
sensual pleasures and seeking the ultimate gift
available for human beings and practicing human
values was conveyed by her with the example of family
structure created at 'Vatsalyagram'. Sadhvi ji also
talked about the importance of Guru's grace in a
seeker's spiritual growth. Devotees enjoyed melodious
devotional and patriotic songs and the Mahaprasad at
the end of the program. (Press release)
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The G-20 should abolish itself

Eliminating G-20 meetings would free up the leaders' time to focus on real issues, not diplomatic niceties

"CONSIDER WHAT GAVE
REAL IMPETUS TO THE
ANNUAL G-20 PROCESS,
THE 2008 FINANCIAL
CRISIS. IN NOVEMBER
2009, WITH HIS HISTORY
A LITTLE SHAKY,
INCOMING EUROPEAN
COUNCIL PRESIDENT
HERMAN VAN ROMPUY (A
FORMER BELGIAN PRIME
MINISTER) PROCLAIMED
2009 TO BE "THE FIRST
YEAR OF GLOBAL
GOVERNANCE, WITH THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
G-20 IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE FINANCIAL CRISIS.
THE CLIMATE
CONFERENCE IN
COPENHAGEN IS
ANOTHER STEP TOWARD
THE GLOBAL
MANAGEMENT OF OUR
PLANET." ONE CAN ONLY
IMAGINE HOW MANY
AMERICANS REMAIN
UNAWARE OF THE G-20'S
ROLE IN GLOBAL
GOVERNANCE, MUCH
LESS AGREE THAT THERE
SHOULD BE GLOBAL
GOVERNANCE OR A G-20
ROLE IN IT.”

he annual Group of 20 festivities,
Tthis year in India, are now

concluded. It is appropriate to ask
exactly what these gatherings
accomplish. For the process-obsessed,
every international meeting among
heads of state or diplomats is positive,
regardless of whether anything concrete
is achieved. The G-20 exemplifies this
misconception. Mountains of final
communiqués, joint statements and
outcome documents have contributed to
global deforestation but little else.

Moreover, leaders' summits are
preceded by endless cabinet-level
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BY JOHN R. BOLTON

Signage for the Group of 20 summit in New Delhi on September 3, 2023

meetings: foreign ministers, treasury
ministers and environmental ministers,
all producing rivers of deathless prose.
Who remembers, though, the ringing
declarations of last year's G-20 gathering
in Bali, much less those of previous
years?

Consider what gave real impetus to the
annual G-20 process, the 2008 financial
crisis. In November 2009, with his
history a little shaky, incoming
European Council President Herman
Van Rompuy (a former Belgian prime
minister) proclaimed 2009 to be "the first
year of global governance, with the
establishment of the G-20 in the middle
of the financial crisis. The climate
conference in Copenhagen is another
step toward the global management of
our planet." One can only imagine how
many Americans remain unaware of the
G-20's role in global governance, much
less agree that there should be global
governance or a G-20 role in it.

Van Rompuy's job helps explain the
global-governance mind-set, which
infects the G-20 and other international
"institutions." The European Council
consists of European Union heads of
state or government. Its presidency once
rotated every six months among the
members, until the Treaty of Lisbon
created a 30-month presidential term,
renewable once. Van Rompuy was the
first president so elected, making him in
E.U. eyes equivalent to the president of
the United States. Fancy that. No wonder
he was qualified to speak of global
governance.

Many originally saw the G-20 as a
broader alternative to the global West's
Group of Seven, comprising the world's

largest industrial democracies. The G-7
itself has had its ups and downs. For
example, it became a G-8 by adding
Russia, but Moscow's inconvenient 2014
Ukraine invasion resulted in its
expulsion. It was the G-7's weak response
in 2014 and later, reflecting the West's
collective failure to punish Russia, that
undoubtedly emboldened Moscow to
invade Ukraine even further last year.
The attack galvanized the G-7,
surprisingly, more than anything in
several decades.

By contrast even to the G-7 herd of
cats, the G-20 has been feckless. Because
the group includes Russia and China, its
final joint statement in India contained
only an anodyne comment on Russia's
unprovoked aggression against Ukraine,
even weaker than its 2022 statement.
Every G-20 member holds veto power
over a consensus leaders' statement, so it
should be no surprise that nothing much
happened this weekend in New Delhi, as
in the United Nations Security Council,
where Russia and China also hold veto
power.

When asked to justify the G-20,
supporters invariably say it provides a
useful platform for members to confer
bilaterally outside the larger meeting. It
is true the G-20 enables this diplomatic
version of speed dating, but so do any
number of other forums, not least the
U.N. General Assembly's opening next
week in New York. The real question is
whether endless rounds of brief
encounters have any measurable utility.

President Biden's Friday meeting with
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
derived nothing from being attached to a
G-20 gathering. The meeting could have

Credit / Prakash Singh/Bloomberg News

important consequences, as could
Biden's announcement of new rail and
shipping connections among India, the
Middle East and Europe. But it could just
as easily have taken place, and perhaps
with even greater media coverage,
during a stand-alone visit by the U.S.
president. Biden's second stop on this
trip, Vietnam, was also strategically
correct - and was enhanced by his not
being surrounded in Hanoi by a small
mob of other world leaders.

Many observers correctly noted that
the absences in India of Russia's
Vladimir Putin and China's Xi Jinping
gave Biden a solo opportunity to make
America's case on key issues. But there
is substantial reason to think China and
Russia simply don't value the G-20 as
much as other forums. Putin hasn't
attended since the 2019 G-20 in Japan
(2020 being a virtual summit for all
because of the pandemic). Xi skipped
2021 (beaming in only by video) as well as
this year. If the G-20 were so important, it
is inexplicable that Xi chose not to make
even a brief appearance, especially in
India, where his absence is being taken
as a slap in the face.

It takes nothing away from India, and
its extensive preparations for this G-20,
to emphasize how evanescent these
meetings are. In international affairs,
pretending is not a sound basis for policy.
Eliminating G-20 meetings would free up
the leaders' time to focus on real issues,
not diplomatic niceties.

(John R. Bolton served as national security
adviser under President Donald Trump and is the

author of "The Room Where It Happened: A White
House Memoir.")

(First published in Washington Post)
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"FOR INDIA, THE
WORDING ON GLOBAL
NET ZEROISA
RECLAMATION OF
SIGNIFICANT POLICY
SPACE IN THE CLIMATE
DOMAIN ALONG WITH A
CLEAR RECOGNITION OF
ITS VIEW THAT NOT JUST
COUNTRIES BUT THE
PEOPLE - THE POOREST
AND MOST VULNERABLE -
SHOULD NOT BE
FORGOTTEN IN
MULTILATERAL
NEGOTIATIONS.
RECOGNIZING THE NEED
FOR ACTION ON FOSSIL
FUELS, THE DECLARATION
UNDERLINED ACTION ON
INEFFICIENT FOSSIL FUEL
SUBSIDIES THAT
ENCOURAGE WASTEFUL
CONSUMPTION AND THE
NEED TO EXPAND
CLEANER TECHNOLOGIES,
INCLUDING SMALL
MODULAR NUCLEAR
REACTORS, TRIPLE
RENEWAL ENERGY
CAPACITY GLOBALLY AND
GREEN HYDROGEN.
FURTHERMORE,
DEMONSTRATING
CONCRETE ACTION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE, A
GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR
BIOFUELS WAS
ANNOUNCED BY INDIA."

N/ y ..
SSID: G20 INDIA Passworklh

consumption.

the global firmament with the

success of the G20 summit,
demonstrating its ability to become a
bridge between the developed and the
developing worlds and also a voice of the
Global South. The leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the deft
diplomacy of India's Sherpa Amitabh
Kant as well as the External Affairs
Ministry team have earned high praise,
and rightly so.

For many, the big achievement was
bringing the G20 to a consensus on the
Delhi Declaration, especially on the
contentious matter of the Ukraine war
on which the group faltered in Bali last
year. India began by suggesting a
completely new text that recalled the
Bali Declaration but dropped
condemnation of Russia. In a smart
move, India co-opted other emerging
powers - Brazil, South Africa and
Indonesia - and their combined efforts
forged a 'deal’ that Russia could live with
and the West found expedient to accept.

True, the Ukrainians have aired their
disappointment, but that is really
addressed to their Western supporters,
who will have to explain their G20 stance
to their people and opposition parties.
Basically, though, for them (the West),
the continued relevance of the G20 was
an imperative, more so as the Chinese
gave an impression of undermining the
grouping by the absence of their
President. Moreover, the West, and
indeed most of the world, clearly
recognizes India by itself as very
important - both as a huge and growing
market, including for defense
equipment, and as a bulwark against
Chinese hegemony, especially in the
Indo-Pacific.

India has emerged as a shining star in

PERSPECTIVE |9

India-led G20 makes headway on

sustainable development
DEMONSTRATING CONCRETE ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE, A GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR BIOFUELS

WAS ANNOUNCED BY INDIA.
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The Delhi Declaration underlines action on inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful

Credit / PTI

With the 'resolution' on Ukraine in
place, it was prudent for the Chinese to
lift reservations on India-suggested ideas
such as LiFE (Lifestyle  for
Environment), women-led development,
digital public infrastructure, etc., given
that the Delhi Declaration sought to push
the agenda of the Global South. The
inclusion of the African Union as a
member of the G20, at India's instance,
led to a changed approach, along with the
fact that accelerating progress on
Sustainable Development Goals, where
the world is well behind the target, was a
major objective of the declaration.

While focusing on the Delhi
Declaration's  pronouncements on
sustainable development, climate change
and energy, it needs to be highlighted
that the G20 is about impacting rule-
making by the relevant de jure body, be it
the UN, the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), WTO or
the IMF/World Bank. And this has been
done in a major manner in Delhi and
should raise optimism among activists
who point to the fact that no large-scale
funds have been specifically committed
for climate action, including the loss and
damage fund, or even resolving debt
issues.

Monies, obviously, are the key
resource. Therefore, perhaps, most
important is the commitment to reorient
multilateral development banks (MDBs)
to poverty eradication and prosperity in
a sustainable world. Actions as per this
template should tackle capital adequacy
at the MDBs and help them move private
flows in a significantly enhanced
manner to developing countries through
de-risking. Indeed, a major outcome of
the proposal by Prime Minister Modi of
a virtual G20 event in November-end
could be a report on MDB reforms by a

BY MANJEEV PURI

high-level expert group co-led by Prof
Larry Summers of the US and NK Singh
of India. All of this was also underscored
in a declaration involving India, the US,
Brazil and South Africa - along with
World Bank President Ajay Banga -
issued on the sidelines of the G20
summit.

The declaration itself center-staged
the huge sums required for climate
action, moving the needle from billions
to trillions of dollars. Specifically, it
noted "the need for $5.8-5.9 trillion in the
pre-2030 period required for developing
countries as well as the need for $4
trillion per year for clean energy
technologies by 2030" for net-zero
emissions by 2050.

Secondly, it has forced the developed
world to set a New Collective Quantified
Goal, which is ambitious, transparent
and trackable, for its assistance to
developing countries (recall $100 billion
a year pledged in Copenhagen, 2009,
which is still to be realized) and double
the collective provision for adaptation
finance. Of course, it would have been
good had a push been given in Delhi for
the setting of a global goal for adaptation
at COP28 in Dubai in November-
December this year.

Net zero (GHG emissions) has been an
objective of the global community since
the UNFCCC meeting in Glasgow in 2021.
Interestingly, the Delhi Declaration is
unambiguous that this is a global goal
and that the mid-century global goal does
not imply peaking in all countries within
a similar timeframe. Hopefully, this will
push the developed countries to
recognize that they need to achieve this
milestone well before 2050 as a show of
intent and their commitment towards
the Paris Agreement's principle of
equity and common but differentiated
responsibilities (CBDR) and respective
capabilities.

For India, the wording on global net
zero is a reclamation of significant
policy space in the climate domain along
with a clear recognition of its view that
not just countries but the people - the
poorest and most vulnerable - should not
be forgotten in multilateral negotiations.
Recognizing the need for action on fossil
fuels, the declaration underlined action
on inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that
encourage wasteful consumption and the
need to expand cleaner technologies,

including small modular nuclear
reactors, triple renewal energy capacity
globally and green hydrogen.

Furthermore, demonstrating concrete
action on climate change, a Global
Alliance for Biofuels was announced by
India.

(The author is a former Ambassador and
Distinguished Fellow, TERI)
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Challenge for INDIA to
craft a narrative

PARTIES WELL AWARE THAT A THIRD TERM FOR MODI COULD WIPE THEM OFF THE NATIONAL POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

"HOWEVER, THE BIGGEST
CHALLENGE FOR INDIAIS TO
CRAFT A NARRATIVE. AT
EVERY STEP IN THE MARCH
TOWARDS ELECTIONEERING,
THE BJP HAS STUMPED THE
OPPOSITION BY DRAWING
UPON VARIOUS
MANIFESTATIONS OF THE
HINDUTVA DISCOURSE THAT
ARE LOADED WITH THE
POTENTIAL TO POLARIZE
THE POLITY. IF RAHUL
GANDHI STROVE TO ANSWER
THE BJP'S PROVOCATION BY
DRAWING A DISTINCTION
BETWEEN THE HINDU
RELIGION AND THE
POLITICAL HINDUTVA
ESPOUSED BY THE SANGH,
THE CONGRESS'S ALLY, THE
DMK - A VALUABLE INDIA
CONSTITUENT - TOOK THE
DEBATE TO ANOTHER LEVEL,
QUESTIONING THE BASIC
TENETS OF HINDUISM. ON
HIS ONGOING EUROPEAN
TOUR, WHERE HE HAS MET
PARLIAMENTARIANS AND
ACADEMICS, RAHUL
DESCRIBED THE
OPPOSITION'S BATTLE
AGAINST THEBJP AS A
"FIGHT FOR THE SOUL OF
INDIA" AND MAINTAINED
THAT BASED ON HIS
READING AND
UNDERSTANDING OF HINDU
RELIGIOUS TEXTS, NOWHERE
DID THE FAITH ADVOCATE
TERRORIZING AND HARMING
PEOPLE WEAKER THAN THE
OPPRESSOR. "SO0, THIS IDEA,
THE WORD HINDU
NATIONALISM, THIS IS A
WRONG WORD," HE
STATED."

INDIA constituents recently won four of the seven Assembly seats in the byelections.

he Union Government's grandiose
I mission to reaffirm India's
primacy in the global order gained
momentum  with  Chandrayaan-3's
insertion into the lunar orbit and
successfully culminated in the G20
summit last week in New Delhi before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi handed
over the presidency baton to Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

This year's Assembly polls will shed
light on where INDIA stands vis-a-vis the
BJP on a host of issues.

The overwhelming 'Vishwaguru'
honorific was affixed to Modi in 2022
itself, before the Uttar Pradesh elections.
Among the themes then running through
the BJP's campaign was a depiction of
the PM as a world leader whose 'strong’
mediation in the Russia-Ukraine conflict
thwarted the outbreak of the third World
War. The claim gained currency in the
political chatter heard even in UP's
boondocks. The success of the G20
summit - with its key takeaways being
the please-all New Delhi Declaration
which refused to condemn Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, the announcement
of an ambitious economic corridor
connecting Europe, West Asia and India,
and the induction of the African Union -
is bound to enhance Modi's larger-than-
life persona in the run-up to this year's
state polls and the 2024 Lok Sabha battle.

Where does the build-up leave the
Indian National Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA), encompassing as it
does a wide swath of the Opposition, the
Congress included, that has banded
together for sheer survival? The parties
in the alliance are cognizant of the
possibility that a third term for a Modi-
led BJP could wipe them off the national
political landscape.

Hope, even in slivers, sometimes
comes from unexpected quarters. On the
day the summit began with the expected

Credit / PTI

fanfare and extravaganza, the results of
seven bypolls across six states were
announced. These were the first to be
held after INDIA's formation. While the
bloc's leaders did not go as far as to claim
that the outcome would be a referendum
on the coalition, INDIA constituents won
four seats, including Ghosi (Uttar
Pradesh) and Dumri (Jharkhand). Ghosi
was held by the Samajwadi Party since
2022, but a by-election was necessitated
when its legislator Dara Singh Chauhan
resigned and joined the BJP. The SP
retained the seat with a huge margin (for
an Assembly byelection) of over 40,000
that was brought about not by a carefully
wrought caste equation but by the
pooling of votes of all representative
castes and Muslims. Even Dalits voted
for the SP possibly because the BSP had
not put up a candidate. BSP chief
Mayawati's directive to her voters was to
go for NOTA but few, if any, heeded her
order.

What did the bypolls portend for the
Opposition bloc? Akhilesh Yadav, the SP
president, who lost the 2014 and 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, apparently realized the
criticality of putting up a joint front
against the BJP because he did not
appropriate the credit for the Ghosi
victory. "It is a victory for positive
politics and a defeat for negative
communal politics. It is Bharat starting
towards INDIA's victory," he said. This
despite the marginal role the Congress
played in the by-election. INDIA stands
as a durable coalition in Jharkhand,
helmed by the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha,
unlike its neighbor Bihar, where Chief
Minister and JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar's
subjective reactions to events and
developments cause unwanted
conjectures about his intent. In
Maharashtra, NCP chief Sharad Pawar's
periodic meetings with his supposedly
estranged nephew Ajit Pawar (now the
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INDEED, THIS YEAR'S
ASSEMBLY POLLS WILL
SHED LIGHT ON WHERE
INDIA STANDS VIS-A-VIS
THE BJP ON A HOST OF

ISSUES.

deputy CM in a BJP-forged coalition
government) prompted the Congress and
the Uddhav Thackeray-helmed Shiv Sena
faction to pencil a 'Plan-BJP' without the
NCP.

The existing political dynamics rule
out a non-BJP alliance in West Bengal
and Kerala, while the Left Front might be
forced to seek the Congress's hand in
Tripura, where it has been steadily
marginalized by the BJP.

However, the biggest challenge for
INDIA is to craft a narrative. At every
step in the march towards
electioneering, the BJP has stumped the
Opposition by drawing upon various
manifestations of the Hindutva
discourse that are loaded with the
potential to polarize the polity. If Rahul
Gandhi strove to answer the BJP's
provocation by drawing a distinction
between the Hindu religion and the
political Hindutva espoused by the
Sangh, the Congress's ally, the DMK - a
valuable INDIA constituent - took the
debate to another level, questioning the
basic tenets of Hinduism. On his
ongoing European tour, where he has
met parliamentarians and academics,
Rahul described the Opposition's battle
against the BJP as a "fight for the soul of
India" and maintained that based on his
reading and understanding of Hindu
religious texts, nowhere did the faith
advocate terrorizing and harming people
weaker than the oppressor. "So, this idea,
the word Hindu nationalism, this is a
wrong word," he stated.

DMK scion Udhayanidhi Stalin's
remarks against Sanatan Dharma were
rooted in the Dravidian ideology, which
was founded on the premise of weeding
out Brahminism that was equated with
Hinduism and Sanatan Dharma. While
Stalin junior's speech, delivered at a
'Sanatan abolition' conclave in Chennai,
served the DMK's political intent, it put
the Congress in a quandary after the BJP
demanded answers and clarifications
from its leaders. Some took a safe middle
path and steered clear of giving a
straight reply, while former CM Kamal
Nath, who unabashedly advocates
Hindutva in his fight to wrest Madhya
Pradesh from the BJP, repudiated
Udhayanidhi.

Indeed, this year's Assembly polls will
shed light on where INDIA stands vis-a-
vis the BJP on a host of issues.

(The author is a senior journalist)
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AAPT's 17th Annual Global Healthcare Summit
2023 In New Delhi & Manipal

, 2023
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2023

CHICAGO, IL (TIP): "The
registration for AAPI's 17th annual
Global Healthcare Summit 2024 at the
prestigious Taj Palace Hotel from
January 1-3rd and at the Kasturba
Medical College, Manipal, Mahe in
Karnataka from January 4th to 6th, 2023
is filling up fast," Dr. Anjana Samadder,
President of the American Association
of Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPI)
announced here today.

While elaborating on the themes and
areas that are going to be covered
during the Summit, Dr. Sampat
Shivangi, Chair of GHS 2024 said,
"Future of Healthcare and Artificial
Intelligence" will be the theme for the
GHS 2024, which is organized by AAPI
in collaboration with Kasturba Medical
College in Manipal, the Indian Medical
Association, and the Government of the
State of Karnataka."

Several prominent physicians and
academicians have been invited and
have been accepted to be the keynote
speakers and chairs of various
academic sessions planned and
organized during the summit. Latest
Advances, CME, ELS, Discussions on
Research Methodology, and Scientific
Writing by Academic Experts will be
part of the summit.

Dr. Lokesh Edara, Chair of AAPI BOT
said, "AAPI's GHS is yet another way of
continuing with our constant
commitment towards making quality
healthcare affordable and accessible to
all the people of India. In addition, GHS
2024 will also focus on promoting
Healthcare Technology including
Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare."

The focus this year will be on Mental
Health, Infant and Maternal Mortality
as well as Medical Jeopardy and
Research Poster presentations by
medical students. In addition, there will

be panel discussions by International
Medical Education experts and
National Medical Council Board

officials and mentoring of Young
Professionals.

Advocacy to dismantle the stigma of
mental illness and Suicide Prevention
will be the highlight of the program.
Chronic Disease Reversal and
Prevention, Rural Health Initiatives
will continue to be promoted and other
Global Health Issues including Climate
Change and its impact on health will be
discussed.

The CEO forum will focus on Equity,
Ethics, and Physician Burnout issues.
The Women's Forum will deliberate on
Gender Bias and Leadership. Dr. Manoj
Jain, Chair of CETI - Collaboration to
Eliminate TB in India supported by
CDC and USAID will discuss their
ongoing long-term TB Elimination
Projects in India. Comprehensive
details and outcomes of TB Elimination
Projects in India will be presented to
the GHS delegates.

Other activities will include CPR

UAK

AAPI President Dr. Anjana Samadder speaking at the Constitution Club in New Delhi

Training for Police personnel; a
Walkathon on combating mental health
stigma and prevention of Childhood
Obesity and several other initiatives
will be announced, including treatment
modalities for non-communicable
medical diseases.

Dr. Anupam Seibel, GHS Chair - New
Delhi says, "With hundreds of
physicians from the United States, the
Summit is expected to be attended by
nearly 400 delegates from around the
world. AAPI Global Healthcare Summit
(GHS) will have many new initiatives
and also will be carrying the torch of
ongoing projects undertaken by AAPI's
past leaders."

Lt. Gen. Dr. M.D. Venkatesh, Co-Chair
of GHS - India says, "Many of the
physicians who will attend this
convention have excelled in different
specialties and subspecialties and
occupy high positions as faculty
members of medical schools, heads of
departments, and executives of
hospitals and pharma companies.

"AAPI GHS offers an opportunity to
meet directly with these physicians
who are leaders in their fields and play
an integral part in the decision-making
process regarding new products and
services," Dr. Satheesh Kathula,
President-Elect of AAPI said.

According to GHS Convenor - USA,
Dr. Subramanya Bhatt, "The
preliminary program is in place, the
major attractions include cutting-edge
CMEs with renowned speakers, CEO
Forum, Innovation Forum, an
Entrepreneur Forum, Women's Forum,
and Product Theaters to highlight the
newest advances in patient care and
medical technology."

"Alumni meetings for networking, an
AAPI-India Strategic Engagement
Forum to showcase the AAPI initiatives

File photo

in India, TB Eradication in India, and
recognition of AAPI Award winners
will make this Summit unique," added
Dr. Rohit Singh, GHS Convenor - India.

According to CME Chair - USA Dr.
Banbwal Suresh Balinga and CME
Chair -India, Dr. Dr. Padmaraj Hegde,
while the focus of GHS 2024 will be on
Mental health, Infant and Maternal

Mortality, Medical Jeopardy, and
Research Poster presentations by
medical students with panel

discussions by International Medical
Education experts and National
Medical Council Board officials will
help mentoring of young professionals.

GHS Scientific Chair Dr. Rajendran
Alappan said, "In our efforts to realize
the core mission of AAPI, which is to
share the best from leading experts
from around the world, to collaborate
on clinical challenges, the GHS in Delhi
and Manipal will have clinical tracks
that are of vital to healthcare in India."

Dr. Amit Chakrabarty, Vice President
of AAPI, says, "It is these learning
opportunities and collaborative
relationships that have now enabled
AAPI and participating organizations
to plan and prepare for an outstanding
event that is expected to have over 300
prominent and experienced physicians
and surgeons of Indian origin from
around the world, who are very
passionate about serving their
homeland, Mother India."

Dr. Sumul Raval, Secretary of AAPI
says, "GHS 2024 is aimed at exploring
possibilities for greater collaboration
and cooperation between the physicians
and health care providers in India with
those of Indian origin and major
health-care providers abroad."

Dr. Sreeni Gangasani, Treasurer of
AAPI, "Harnessing the power of Indian
Doctors worldwide, the AAPI Global

Healthcare Summit platform has
evolved with the support of prominent
global and Indian medical associations .
AAPI's mission is to make a positive
and meaningful impact on the
healthcare delivery system both in the
US and in India."

Healthcare in India is one of the
largest sectors, in terms of revenue and

employment. India is making
significant improvements in its
healthcare infrastructure and is

building modern medical facilities
throughout India. Doctors of Indian
origin have made tremendous progress
in the 21st century and India is now
being touted as a medical tourism hub.
With hundreds of physicians joining
from the United States, the summit is
expected to be attended by three
hundred delegates from around the
world. AAPI Global Healthcare Summit
(GHS) will have many new initiatives
and will be carrying the torch of
ongoing projects undertaken by AAPI's
past leaders.

Dr. Sampath Shivangi said, "We are
collaborating with senior leaders from
leading healthcare organizations
including pharmaceuticals, device and
medical equipment manufacturers and
major medical teaching institutions,
hospitals and the Ministries of Health,
External/Overseas Affairs and
regulatory bodies to attend and
coordinate with AAPI with an ultimate
goal to providing accessible and
affordable high-quality healthcare to all
people of India."

The Global Healthcare Summit has
come a long way from the first Indo-US
Healthcare Summit launched by AAPI
USA in 2007. Since then, AAPI has
organized 16 Indo US/Global
Healthcare Summits and developed
strategic alliances with various
organizations.

Dr. Samadder said, AAPI is hopeful
that several international healthcare
industry partners are looking for
opportunities to participate at this
event for greater collaboration on
Research & Development and
philanthropic engagements.

Dr. Samadder expressed gratitude to
all the Chairs and members of various
Committees who are working hard to
put together a great Summit and to
enable members to return home with
memories that will last a lifetime.

"Physicians and healthcare
professionals from across the country
and internationally will meet and
participate in the scholarly exchange of
medical advances, to develop health
policy agendas, and to encourage
legislative priorities in the coming year.
We look forward to seeing you in New
Delhi and Manipal!" said Dr. Samadder.
For more details, please visit:
www.aapiusa.org/ To register for the
Global Healthcare Summit 2023, please
visit: https://summit.aapiusa.org



FRIDAY SEP 15, 2023

THE INDIAN PANORAMA

US |13

Ukrainian President Volodymyr

SEPTEMBER 15, 2023

WASHINGTON, D.C. (TIP): Ukraine's
president, Volodymyr Zelensky, will visit
Washington next week following his
appearance at the United Nations
General Assembly, according to three
U.S. officials, says a Washington Post
report.

MR. ZELENSKY'S PLAN TO APPEAR
IN PERSON BEFORE THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY ON WEDNESDAY, AS
PART OF THE U.N.'S ANNUAL
GATHERING IN NEW YORK CITY,
WAS PREVIOUSLY KNOWN. BUT
HIS FOLLOW-ON TRIP TO
WASHINGTON - WHERE HE IS
EXPECTED TO MEET WITH
PRESIDENT BIDEN AT THE WHITE
HOUSE AND MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS ON CAPITOL HILL -
HAS NOT YET BEEN ANNOUNCED
OFFICIALLY.

It comes as the Biden administration
works to shore up support in Congress
for an additional $24 billion in military
and humanitarian aid for Ukraine amid
a grinding Ukrainian counteroffensive
that has so far yielded disappointing

N \

Zelensky to visit Washington

Volodymyr Zelensky addressing the Ukrainian World Congress on September 11

results. Mr. Zelensky insists that
Ukraine can still make major gains.

Mr. Zelensky last visited Washington
in December, where he addressed
Congress and urged the continued
supply of American weapons for his
country's battle against Russia, which is
about to enter its 19th month. Since
then, anxiety has grown among
Ukraine's supporters as they have
watched a decline in U.S. public support
for continuing aid to the country.

Mr. Zelensky is not expected to make a
formal public speech to Congress this
time but is expected to hold meetings at
the Capitol, including with
congressional leaders, according to
aides familiar with the plans. Although
most lawmakers still support aid for
Ukraine, a growing chorus of right-
wing Republicans, most of them in the
House, has been trying to curtail
assistance, and even threatening to
block measures to fund the federal

government if they include what they
call a "blank check" for Ukraine.

Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who faces a
rebellious far-right flank of his party
that could cost him his job, has appeared
to wobble under the pressure not to
replenish the funds, despite previously
saying that he backed continued aid for
Ukraine. He is considering pushing
ahead with a supplemental funding bill
that would focus exclusively on
domestic matters such as emergency
disaster assistance and border security,
putting additional funding for Ukraine
at risk.

The Biden administration has
remained resolute. During a visit to
Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital, last week,
Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken
vowed that the United States would
continue to support Ukraine.

Mr. Zelensky's planned visits come
amid reports that the Biden
administration may be nearing a
decision on sending Ukraine long-range
Army Tactical Missile Systems known
as ATACMS, which Ukrainian officials
say they need to make major advances
against Russia. Ukrainian officials have
said in recent weeks that they are
hopeful that Mr. Biden will approve the

Employee Retention Credit: IRS reminds
businesses to watch out for warning signs of
aggressive promotion that can mislead people
into making improper ERC claims

SEPTEMBER 14, 2023
WASHINGTON , D.C.

(TIP): The Internal
Revenue Service
continues to warn

a
position if it has to pay
back the credit than if the

group could find itself in
much worse cash

credit was never claimed

businesses to watch out
for aggressive marketing
by  nefarious actors

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

in the first place. This
underscores the
importance of taxpayers

involving the Employee
Retention Credit (ERC) and urged people
to watch out for red flags that can signal
trouble.

The credit, also called the Employee
Retention Tax Credit or ERTC, is a
legitimate pandemic-era tax credit but
as time passes the credit has been
increasingly the target of aggressive
marketing to businesses that may not
qualify for the credit.

Although promoters advertise that
ERC submissions are '"risk free," there
are actually huge risks facing businesses
as the IRS increases its audit and
criminal investigation work. Hundreds
of criminal cases are being worked, and
thousands of ERC claims have been
referred for audit.

The IRS reminds anyone who
improperly claims the ERC that they
must pay it back, possibly with penalties
and interest. A business or tax-exempt

taking precautionary
steps and avoiding being pushed by a
promoter, including instances where a
promoter can collect contingency fees as
much as 25%.

PROPERLY CLAIMING THE ERC :
There are very specific eligibility
requirements for claiming the ERC.
Employers can claim the ERC on an
original or amended employment tax
return for qualified wages paid between
March 13, 2020, and Dec. 31, 2021.
However, to be eligible, employers must
have:

Sustained a full or partial suspension
of operations due to orders from an
appropriate governmental authority
limiting commerce, travel or group
meetings because of COVID-19 during
2020 or the first three quarters of 2021,

(Read full story at
www.theindianpanorama.news)
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Nipah: Kerala
tests hundreds
after fifth case

he southern Indian state of
TKerala shut some schools, offices

and public transport on
Wednesday in a race to stop the spread
of the rare and deadly Nipah virus,
which has killed two people.

Two adults and a child were still
infected in hospital, and more than 700
people were being tested for the virus,
spread via contact with the bodily fluids
of infected bats, pigs or people, a state
health official said.n The state
government on Wednesday , Sept 13,
evening said at least 706 people,
including 153 health workers, were
undergoing tests to check the spread of
the virus. Results were awaited. "More
people could be tested ..I solation
facilities will be provided," Pinarayi
Vijayan, chief minister of Kerala, said
in a statement. He asked people to avoid
public gatherings in the Kozhikode
district for the next 10 days.

Two infected people have died since
Aug. 30 in Kerala's fourth outbreak of
the virus since 2018, forcing authorities
to declare containment zones in at least
eight Kozhikode villages. "We are
focusing on tracing contacts of infected
persons early and isolating anyone with
symptoms," state Health Minister Veena
George told reporters. She said the
virus detected in Kerala was the same
as one found earlier in Bangladesh, a
strain that spreads from human to
human with a high mortality rate but
has a history of being less infectious.

SC upholds omission
of meat from midday
meals in
Lakshadweep

he Supreme Court (SC) on
I Thursday, Sept 14, upheld
Lakshadweep administration’s
decision to exclude meat products
from the midday meal menu for
schoolchildren, saying courts can’t
decide on what food should be
consumed. “It’s not the court’s
domain as to what food should be
eaten by children of a particular
region. There is no scope of
interference by courts of law on that
count. Policy decisions would not
come within the purview of judicial
review,” a Bench led by Justice
Aniruddha Bose said, dismissing a
petition challenging the
Lakshadweep administration’s
decision. The Kerala High Court had
on June 22, 2021, stayed the operation
of two orders of the Lakshadweep
administration to close down dairy
farms and remove meat products
from the menu for midday meals. A
Division Bench of the high court had
in September 2021 dismissed the PIL
filed by advocate Ajmal Ahmed, who
alleged that when Praful Khoda Patel
took charge as the island’s
administrator his top priority was to
close down the farms run by the
animal husbandry department and to
“attack” the food habits of the
islanders.
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2 army officers, DSP killed
in encounter in J&K

SRINAGAR (TIP)

Two decorated army officers — a
colonel and a major — and a deputy
superintendent of police were Kkilled on
Wednesday, September 13, in an
encounter with terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag district, with a
burst of gunfire ending the relative calm
in the valley where terror attacks had
significantly declined and were at their
lowest during the last five years, officials
aware of the matter said.

The officers killed in action were
identified as Colonel Manpreet Singh,
the commanding officer of 19 Rashtriya
Rifles, Major Aashish Dhonchak, also
from the same battalion, and DSP
Humayun Muzamil Bhat, who was
recently posted to the area, the officials
said, asking not to be named.

The last time a commanding officer
was Kkilled in action in Jammu and
Kashmir was three years ago when
Colonel Ashutosh Sharma (along with
Major Anuj Sood, two army jawans and a
sub inspector) fell to terrorists’ bullets in
Kashmir’s Handwara area.

The army and the police launched a
joint operation on Tuesday night after
receiving intelligence about terrorist
movement and their likely hideout in
Anantnag’s Garol, a forested area,
Hindustan Times has learnt. The
combat-ready teams, consisting of
counterterror specialists, came under
heavy automatic fire when they were
closing in on the unspecified number of
well-trained terrorists, resulting in
serious injuries to the officers, said one
of the officials cited above.

The three men later succumbed to
their injuries at the army’s base hospital
in Srinagar.

The possibility of the anti-terror
squads being lured into the area has not
been ruled out, the officials said, adding
that a group of up to four terrorists were
involved in the attack.

There was no official update on the
operation from the army except a post on
X (formerly Twitter) on Wednesday
afternoon.

“Op Garol, #Anantnag. Based on
specific intelligence on presence of

e

Colonel Manpreet Singh, the commanding officer of 19 Rashtriya Rifles, DSP Humayun Muzamil Bhat
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and Major Aashish Dhonchak, who were killed in the encounter with terrorists.

terrorists a Joint Operation was
launched by #IndianArmy &
@JmuKmrPolice on the intervening
night of 12-13 Sep in Area Garol,
Anantnag. Contact established and
firefight ensued. Two Army personnel
and one J&K Police personnel injured.
Operation in progress,” the Srinagar-
based Chinar Corps wrote on X.

Both Singh and Dhonchak were from
the Sikh Light Infantry, had earned their
spurs in the valley and were decorated
with Sena Medal for their heroism in
counterterror operations. While Singh,
then a lieutenant colonel with the same
battalion, was awarded the medal on
Independence Day 2021, Dhonchak’s
bravery was acknowledged with a Sena
Medal only a few weeks ago, on August
15.

It is not uncommon for commanding
officers of counterterrorism units to
direct operations from the ground.
Several of them have been Kkilled in
action in Jammu and Kashmir while
leading their men from the front and
keeping them out of harm’s way.

After the three officers were injured,
the army and police rushed
reinforcements to the encounter site
located in the forest belt of Kokernag in
Anantnag and the entire area was sealed
off, said a second official.

Lieutenant General Rajiv Ghai,
General Officer Commanding, HQs 15
Corps (Chinar Corps), J&K director
general of police Dilbag Singh and
additional director general of police
Vijay Kumar also rushed to the
encounter site.

The incident comes at a time when
calm was steadily returning to the valley,
according to data tabled by the
government in Parliament.

Jammu and Kashmir recorded only 30
“terrorist-initiated incidents” till July 31
this year, compared to 125 last year, 129 in
2021, 126 in 2020, 153 in 2019 and 228 in
2018, the data shows. Similarly, there
were 24 encounters/counterterror
operations till July 31 this year,
compared to 117 last year, 100 in 2021, 118
in 2020, 102 in 2019 and 189 in 2018. While
11 security personnel were killed till July
31 this year, the figure stood at 32, 42,
63,80 and 91 in the previous five years.

The attack comes a month after three
soldiers — Havildar Babulal Haritwal,
Signalman Vala Mahipalsinh Pravinsinh
and Rifleman Waseem Sarwar were
killed in an encounter in Kulgam’s Halan
forest. That operation was also launched
after specific inputs were received about
the presence of terrorists in the area.
The terrorists, believed to be foreigners,
are still at large. Source: HT

Bilkis Bano case:

NEW DELHI (TIP)

There are some convicts who are
"more privileged", the Supreme Court
(SC) said on Thursday while hearing
Bilkis Bano's petition challenging the
premature release of 11 men convicted of
raping her and killing seven of her
family members during the 2002 post-
Godhra Gujarat riots.

"There are some convicts who are
more privileged in getting these
benefits," a Bench of Justice BV
Nagarathna and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
told senior counsel Siddharth Luthra,
who represented convict Ramesh
Rupabhai Chandana.

The court's comments came after
Luthra submitted that the grant of

Some convicts more privileged: SC
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and
rehabilitation of the convicts was a
"settled position internationally" and the
argument of Bilkis Bano and others that
the convict cannot be granted remission
due to heinous nature of the crime can't

remission  for

be invoked now after the state
government has already taken the

decision regarding him, who has spent
15 years in jail. "We understand the
concept of remission. This is well-
accepted. But here, they (victim and
others) are questioning this in the
present case," the Bench told Luthra. It
asked him to assist it by providing
judgements delivered on petitions
challenging remission as usually cases
were filed against denial of such relief.
"The other side says retribution or
deterrence and nothing less. That, in my
opinion, is not an argument that can be
made at this stage... the grant of
remission cannot be approached
through a punitive attitude. This is not
in line with the policy of Indian law,"
Luthra told the Bench which will resume
hearing on September 20.  Source: TNS
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Opposition’s INDIA
bloc to shun 14
news anchors

he Opposition’s INDIA bloc on
I Thursday, September 14,

announced a boycott of 14
anchors from eight mainstream news
channels — News18, Bharat Express,
Aaj Tak, Times Now, Republic Bharat,
India Today, Bharat24 and India TV —
and made the list public.

The decision to shun certain news
anchors was taken at the first meeting
of the coordination committee of the
India National Democratic Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) bloc held in New
Delhi. In a post on X today, Congress
leader Pawan Khera, a member of the
INDIA sub-committee on media, said
14 anchors had been identified in
whose shows INDIA parties would not
send their representatives.

Hitting back, BJP president JP
Nadda said the Emergency-era
mindset was still alive among these
parties. “These days, the INDI Alliance
is doing only two things: bashing
Sanatan Sanskriti and bullying the
media by filing FIRs, threatening
individual journalists, making lists in
true Nazi style of whom to target.

Mobile internet
suspended in Nuh
after MLA’s arrest

fearing tension

obile internet has been
Msuspended in Haryana's Nuh

district from Friday, Sept 15,
10am to Saturday 11.59pm
apprehending tension in the district.
The district administration imposed
Section 144 in Nuh and requested
people to offer their Friday prayers at
their homes. The suspension of the
mobile internet comes because of the
emergent situation, the order said.
Hours before, Congress MLA Mamman
Khan was arrested by the Haryana
police for his alleged involvement in
Nuh violence that took place on July 31.

The internet suspension order said
there is an apprehension of tension,
annoyance, agitation, damage of public
and private property and disturbance
of public peace and tranquillity in the
district. Misusing the internet services,
there could be a disruption of public
utilities and law and order, the order
said. "In order to stop the spread of
misinformation and rumours through
various social media platforms such as
WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter etc, on
mobile phones and SMA, for facilation
and mobilisation of mobs or agitators
and demonstrators who can cause
serious loss of life and damage to
public and private properties by
indulging in arson, vandalism and
other type of violent activities," the
order read.

Late on Sept 14 night, the SIT of Nuh
Police arrested Mamman Kgan in
connection with the July 31 violence
that affected several districts of
Haryana including Gurugram, after a
VHP procession was attacked by
Muslims.
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INDIA out to destroy

Sanatan, push us back into
slavery: PM Modi

JAKARTA (TIP)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday, September
14, waded into the Sanatan
Dharma row, slamming the f*
opposition “INDIA” bloc for
what he described as “their
pledge to destroy the Sanatan
faith that has united Indians
through centuries”.

At two separate events in
election-bound Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, the
PM, in a blistering attack on
the Opposition, urged people to P
unite and defeat their
“nefarious designs”, saying:
“Ghamandia (arrogant)
alliance wants to push us back
into slavery.”

AN

PM Narendra Modi waves at supporters in Bina, Madhya Pradesh. (ANI/PIB)

alliance wants to push India
back into a thousand year
slavery but we have to defeat
their designs with our unity.”

The PM also took the
occasion to stress the
successful conduct of G20 and
asked people whether or not
they felt proud at India’s rising
global stature after the event.

Underlining what he called
“Modi ki guarantee”, the PM
sought to contrast the
Congress as a “corrupt party”
vis-a-vis the BJP, which, he
said, “was devoted to politics
of national and public
service”.

The PM listed a range of
government schemes even as

This is the first time the PM
has spoken on the issue that
has snowballed into a major
controversy ever since
Udhayanidhi Stalin of the
DMK, an INDIA bloc party,
compared Sanatan Dharma
with “HIV, Covid and malaria”
a few days ago.

“Today, Bharat is displaying
its capacity to unite the world,
but some parties are busy
dividing the society. They have
formed an INDI Alliance,
which some also call
Ghamandia. Their leader is
unknown but at a recent
meeting in Mumbai they have
finalised the strategy and
hidden agenda, which is to
attack the culture of India, the

faith of its people, to destroy
ideas, ideals and traditions that
have bound us together for
thousands of years,” said the
PM.

Citing Sanatan ideology as
the inspiration behind Ahilya
Bai Holkar’s social work and
warrior queen Rani
Lakshmibai’s courage in the
face of British assaults, the PM
said even Mahatma Gandhi
considered Sanatan ideology
eternal and his last words were
Hey Ram. “But this
Ghamandia alliance wants to
finish Sanatan ideology..
shatter Sanatan faith which
inspired Lokmanya Tilak to
link Ganesh puja with the
freedom struggle,” the PM said

days after he signalled Union
Cabinet and BJP colleagues to
go out all guns blazing against
the INDIA bloc on the issue.

The PM was speaking first at
Madhya Pradesh’s Bina, where
he Ilaunched development
projects worth Rs 50,700 crore,
and later at Raigarh’s
Kondatarai in Chhattisgarh,
where he dedicated Rs 6,350
worth of rail projects to the
state.

The PM, while tearing into
the Opposition, cautioned
people, saying: “They want to
demolish your faith... the very
ideology that kept us together
for thousands of years. Every
Sanatani, every Indian will
have to stay alert. Ghamandia

he cautioned people about “the
conspiracy against their faith”
and spoke of how the country
was moving forward, “casting
away the last vestiges of
slavery”. The searing attack
comes at a time when the BJP
is directly pitted against the
grand old party in poll-bound
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan
(Congress ruled) and MP (BJP
ruled). While the BJP had lost
Chhattisgarh to the Congress
after 15 years in 2018, in MP, it
faces anti-incumbency this
year due to Chief Minister
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